
TEACHER
$53,975

ARMED 
FORCES

WEB DEVELOPER
$73,610

DENTAL HYGIENIST
$69,500

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
$56,620

HIGH SCHOOL
DIPLOMA

COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

4-YEAR 
DEGREE

REAL ESTATE SALES AGENT
$59,920

AUTO BODY REPAIR
$50,950

ELECTRIC LINEWORKER
$59,740

AIR FORCE MILITARY POLICE
 $53,380*

Find more information on these and other high-demand jobs in  
North Carolina at www.ncsuperintendent.com/nextsteps

... IT’S YOUR CHOICE

ARMY MEDIC
 $53,380*
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 NAVAL CYBER-SECURITY
 $53,380*

REGISTERED NURSE
$64,850

HUMAN RESOURCES
$64,690

The listed occupation salaries are statewide averages in North Carolina. Averages may be higher or lower 
in different counties. The median wage in North Carolina is $35,750.  

*Military pay is based on a single service member with a grade of E-5 and time in service of four years.



Students, parents, and caretakers,

Now is the time to think about the next steps after school. As you know, everyone 
has different strengths. Whether you are talented at arts, academics, electronic 
gaming, sports, technical skills or memorization, we all have unique talents and 
enjoy different things.

Just as everyone has different strengths and likes, everyone’s path to success is 
different. You can work right after you graduate from high school, join the armed 
forces, or attend community college or a university. Each one of these choices is a 
pathway to success.

I want you to know that North Carolina’s public schools can help prepare you. So 
many rewarding careers await you in our great country. For any of these paths, 
you need to get your high school diploma.

On the other side, you can see just some of the careers in high demand right now. 
Visit www.ncsuperintendent.com/nextsteps to learn about more. The salaries are 
career-long averages that can help you plan your next steps.

You can pursue some of these great opportunities right in your hometown. 
Teaching is a great example. You can attend college in North Carolina for just 
$1,000 in tuition each year and return home with a degree and a great career.

Success awaits you no matter where you live in North Carolina. You just need to 
plan for it and work for it. Your career path is your choice, and every dream has a 
different road to success. What is yours?     

Mark Johnson  
NC Superintendent of Public Instruction  
www.ncsuperintendent.com 
@MarkRJohnsonNC

WHAT’S YOUR PATH?


