
As the State Superintendent of North Carolina’s public schools, I want you to know that your 
child’s success in school and beyond is our top priority. 

For years, the education system has only given our students and teachers one-size-fits-all, 20th-
century tools and strategies. But, that same system now demands 21st-century results! We must 
work together to transform the education system to better support all teachers and students.

The current system has too many high-stakes tests layered on by different levels of the 
education-industrial complex.  

We must measure our students’ progress, but we can do that with fewer, better tests and by 
using new technology to replace outdated testing methods.

In a recent teacher survey, we found that 76% of teachers think that North Carolina’s students 
are tested too much. In another survey, a similar percentage of parents — 78% — told us that 
their child takes too many tests. I agree with them, as both an education leader and as a parent. 

I want you to know that we are working with local and state leaders to reform the system of 
over-testing that grew over the past decade and get back the time for teachers to do what they 
entered the profession to do: teach.

Flip this letter over to see steps we are taking to reduce high-stakes testing.

Transforming our education system so that it better supports all students and educators is one 
of my top priorities, and the future is bright.

Mark Johnson  
NC Superintendent of Public Instruction  
www.ncsuperintendent.com 
@MarkRJohnsonNC
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Para la versión en español visite www.ncsuperintendent.com/espanol



Working with  
local and state  

leaders to reduce the 
number of tests

Reducing the 
number of questions 

on tests
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Visit www.ncsuperintendent.com/testing to learn more.

Pushing to eliminate 
tests not required by 

Washington, D.C.

Reducing the  
time students must  

sit for tests

Launching  
Personalized  

Learning, which will 
replace high-stakes 
testing in the years  

to come

Giving students 
other ways to show 

their progress if they 
have a bad test day


